STRAWBERRY CULTURE
Strawberries give the greatest yield -and the largest berries when grown in rich, well-manured soil; hence no pains should be spared in preparing the bed carefully before planting, by digging or plowing deeply and turning under a liberal coating of well-rotted stable manure. Harrow or rake down finely, and if at this time a top dressing of ground bone can be applied it will be found a great benefit at fruiting time. Before planting the roots of the plants should be shortened about one-third, which will cause them to send out a profusion of new fibers. In planting expose the plants as little as possible to the wind or sun. Do not plant very deeply, but be sure to press the soil firmly about the roots.
For hill culture in the family garden, set in rows two feet apart and the plants fifteen inches apart in the rows, cutting off all runners as they appear. For field culture, where they can be worked by horse and cultivator and permitted to form matted rows, plant in rows three or four feet apart with the plants from twelve to eighteen inches apart in the rows. If set in rows three feet apart with the plants one foot apart in the rows, an acre will require 14,520 plants. If set in rows three and a half feet apart with plants fifteen inches apart in the rows, an acre will require 9,953 plants.
The after culture consists in keeping the soil mellow and free from weeds by frequent hoeing or cultivation. At the approach of winter cover the entire bed with saltmeadow hay or other loose light material. When the plants " start" in the spring, rake the mulch from off the plants sufficiently to permit them to push through it, and leave it on the surface about the plants, to protect the fruit and keep it clean and also keep the soil moist and cool.
The blossoms of all strawberries in cultivation are either hermaphrodite (perfect) or pistillate (imperfect).
When planting varieties having imperfect blossoms, every fourth row should be planted with a perfect flowering variety. It is best always to plant at least three varieties-early, medium and late-to expand the season of fruiting to its full limits. Then by planting some of the Everbearing or Fall bearing varieties, the fruiting season can be made to continue throughout the entire summer and fall.
STRAWBERRIES FOR PROFIT
There are thousands of strawberry growers who recognize that industry as their vocation. It is a proven fact that the professional berry grower is making more money to-day than any farmer who depends on the ordinary fiarm crop for his entire earnings.
Acreage considered, the berry grower has the best of the argument from start to finish. The investment which produces a $5,000 strawberry crop is but a small per cent, of the investment needed to produce $5,000 worth of wheat, garden truck or potatoes. Straw-3 berry growing has not only become a great business, but a profitable one. Thousands of acres are under strawberry cultivation, and thousands of people are employed in growing, harvesting and caring for the crops which find their way, not only into the largest cities, but into every small city and town throughout the country. While this industry is growing, the cities and towns are growing equally-even faster-therefore there is an increasing demand for good berries 
